Negro Congress Unit Urges Solidarity in Ford Strike
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Negro automobxle workers in the 2,0
lplzmt at River Rouge were

called, on by ‘the; Washington Coun- |ag
cil ¢2 the Natlonal Negro Congress, |

in’ session-at: ‘Mount - Carmel Baptist |
Ohurch‘ last nxght, to- cease strike-}
breaking activities and stand with:
the-l4bor union: * ‘The .mass meeting | T

also- addressed a}letter ‘to President
Roosevelt ~concerning = discrimina-
tions’in. mdustry under defense con-
tracts.
D, Max ‘Yergan, - presxdent of
the dNational Negro Congress, made:
the. prmcxpal address at ‘the session,
calling’: attention to 'the. alarming
fproportmns ‘reached by Job insecu~
rity.;among ‘coloréd -populations. He
demanded; that the Federal Govern-
ment*aét to ‘combel airplane com-
panies 'to employ colored men and
‘womeén, in: skxlled ‘and white: collar
occupatxons.. ;

“ demand : for 7,000 - jobs for
colored - workers at ‘the Glenn-
Martin plant at Middle: River, Marys

land, was. the -basis- of “the letter:

to the President. The demand will
be followed “by 7,000 applications’
from’ colored men and women to.
be filed’ thh the® company
immediately. .. - -

Attention . of the President was:
called to the' $722,000,000° worth of
contracts let to the . company by
the Government, beside funds being
‘granted: by the Government for
doubling the size of - the plant,
While 18,000° persons are now em-
‘ployed there 20,000° more are soon:
to be added.. The demand for 7,000
jobs for colored; workers was based
on their proportion of populatlon
in the area. -

‘Other speakers W
‘thur Gray,- Sterhng
the Rev. F. A, H.ai

The Federal Government, in an-:

other paragraph was described to
the President as the worst offender
in discriminatory: ‘practices of ra-
cial character, and- an:alleged state-
ment of Chairman Mitchell. of the
Civil Service Commission was.
quoted: . “That Negro workers for.
the Government should” be em-:
ployed  on a segregated basis and-
in segregated units.”

The President was asked. to 1ssue
an order puttmg an -end *“to this
national disgrace.”” John P. Davis,
‘secretary of the National Negro
Congress, issued the call for the
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